
Failing to collect or record all required data elements
can lead to incomplete patient records, hindering
comprehensive research and analysis.

Incomplete or Missing Data

Misclassifying the stage of cancer can lead to
inappropriate treatment decisions and skewed
survival statistics.

Incorrect Staging

Typos, transposition of numbers, or other data entry
mistakes can result in inaccurate information, potentially
affecting patient care and research outcomes.

Data Entry Errors

Inconsistent coding and terminology can make it
challenging to compare data over time or across
different institutions.

Lack of Consistency

Neglecting to update patient records with new
information, such as follow-up data, can lead to
incomplete and outdated records.

Failure to Update Records

Accurate histology coding is crucial for distinguishing
between different cancer types and subtypes. Missing
or incorrect codes can result in misclassification.

Missing Histology Codes

Cancer Registry Abstracting: 6 Common Mistakes

Tip Sheet

Cancer registry abstracting mistakes can have significant implications for healthcare organizations. Inaccurate or
incomplete data can jeopardize compliance with regulatory requirements and accreditation standards. It can also
hinder the ability to make informed treatment decisions, affect patient outcomes, and compromise the credibility
of research studies. Healthcare organizations should be concerned about these mistakes as they can lead to
non-compliance and other financial consequences.

Since 1986, MRA (A GeBBS Healthcare Company), has been a trusted provider of Cancer Registry services
nationwide. Our commitment to innovation, coupled with experienced, 100% US-based registry professionals,
empowers our clients to enhance financial performance, maintain compliance, and elevate the overall patient
experience. Whether your facility requires short-term assistance to address immediate challenges or seeks a long-
term partnership for sustained growth, we are committed to delivering the precise level of support and expertise
tailored to meet and exceed your financial objectives.
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